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Bismarck

Community Development Department

DATE: July 6, 2022

FROM: Ben Ehreth, AICP, Community Development Director

ITEM: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Risk Map Update
REQUEST:

The Community Development Department requests to provide information on the FEMA
Risk Map update for the area and obtain direction on regulating development in the
Floodway/Floodplain based on the best available data.

Please place this item on the July 12, 2022 City Commission regular agenda.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
What is a Risk Map?

FEMA in partnership with the North Dakota State Department of Water Quality
(NDDWAQ) is in the process of developing an updated flood risk map for the area. This
type of mapping effort is done to help provide states and communities with accurate
flood hazard and risk data. It is an important part of the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP), as it forms the basis of the NFIP regulations and flood insurance
requirements. The resulting mapping product will become the effective Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM), once adopted.

The effort began in 2017 with a discovery meeting held by FEMA and the ND
Department of Water Quality. The meeting was open to members of the public and in
part helped define the geographic scope of the mapping effort, which is reflected in
Exhibit A. As it pertains to the City of Bismarck, the general geographic scope includes
portions of the following: Missouri River; Apple Creek; Hay Creek; and Burnt Creek. A
general timeline of the mapping effort is also provided as part of Exhibit B of this
document. The process is at step 4 “Preliminary Map Release” identified in the attached
Exhibit B.



Presently, a preliminary map has been developed identifying the proposed floodways
and floodplains and can be found at the FEMA website at the following location:
https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/prelimdownload/searchlLoad.action

FEMA will also be coordinating a public meeting on the Risk Map update anticipated to
be held in July 2022.

Direction Needed on Requlating Development Associated with the Preliminary Risk Map

There is an existing effective FIRM which development will need to be regulated to until
such time as a new effective FIRM is adopted. As preliminary data now exists
associated with the preliminary map, staff would recommend regulating development
based on both the existing FIRM and the preliminary FIRM for areas existing or
proposed to be within the 100-year floodplain and the floodway. FEMA allows for this
transition in regulation so as not to put property owners at future risk based on known
best available data.

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION:

Receive update and provide direction to staff related to best available data for regulating
development within existing and proposed floodways and floodplains.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION:

Ben Ehreth, AICP | Community Development Director, 355-1842 or
behreth@bismarcknd.gov

Brady Blaskowski | Building Official/Flood Plain Administrator, 355-1467 or
bblaskowski@bismarcknd.gov



https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/prelimdownload/searchLoad.action
mailto:behreth@bismarcknd.gov
mailto:bblaskowski@bismarcknd.gov
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